A Congo red-magnesium oxalate agar medium was developed to detect expression of virulence-associated calcium dependency and Congo red absorption in Yersinia enterocolitica. Of the 157 pathogenic serotypes tested, 119 (75.8%) were positive; 98% of nonpathogenic serotypes and strains of three other Yersinia species were negative.
It is difficult to determine the clinical relevance of Yersinia enterocolitica sensu stricto because both pathogenic and nonpathogenic strains occur within this species. Presently there are over 54 O serotypes of Y. enterocolitica, but only a few of these have been implicated in human or animal diseases (1, 4, 7) .
A 40-to 50-megadalton plasmid has been described as responsible for the virulence of Y. enterocolitica (2, 4) . Strains which possess this plasmid exhibit properties such as autoagglutination (AA) (5), calcium dependency (2) , and Congo red absorption (6) . There are potentially pathogenic Y. enterocolitica strains without this plasmid, and they are usually pyrazinamidase, salicin, and esculin negative (3, 7, 8) .
The use of magnesium oxalate agar to test for calcium dependency works well for many strains of Y. enterocolitica but has limited value when strains produce only a few plasmid-bearing colonies.
We 
